Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta, the First Lady of the Republic of Kenya Ngongo and colleagues have examined the methods of delivery and stillbirth rates among over 4000 women with obstetric fistula in Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Zambia and Ethiopia (BJOG 2020 xxxx). The women were interviewed about their previous births when they were presenting to surgeons to undergo fistula repair. The results make very sad reading. Eighty-four percent of these women had had a stillbirth, and of these women, many had undergone a caesarean section (CS) as the method of delivery. The percentage of women with stillbirth who underwent CS as the method of delivery rose with time, from 45% in 1990-94 to 64% in 2010-14.
We celebrate this milestone that sets the stage for fulfilling our collective obligation to reducing the debilitating condition of fistula that afflicts our women and girls. The Framework provides the platform for Kenya to achieve its 2030 Sustainable Development Goal targets of improving maternal health and leaving no one behind.
I am committed to add my voice to support efforts that accelerate our efforts to meet our commitment for a fistula free Kenya.
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